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Los Angeles Jewish Health Earns Rare American Heart Association 

Certification for Excellence in Heart Failure Care 

LAJH is among fewer than 1% of nursing facilities nationwide to earn this designation, and 

the first Jewish facility outside of NY or NJ  

 

LOS ANGELES – Los Angeles Jewish Health (LAJH) has received the American Heart 

Association’s Skilled Nursing Facility Heart Failure Certification, a distinction held by 

fewer than 1% of nursing facilities nationwide recognized for excellence in evidence-

based heart failure care. LAJH is one of the first Jewish facilities to receive this certification, 

and the first outside of New York or New Jersey. 

 

LAJH is the largest single-source senior care provider in Los Angeles. Across the 

organization, LAJH serves more than 4,000 seniors each year, including those in skilled 

nursing facilities who receive 24/7 specialized heart failure care. 

 

The certification provides an evidence-based framework for evaluating skilled nursing 

facilities against the American Heart Association’s rigorous requirements for heart failure 

care, including program management, patient and caregiver education and support, care 

coordination, clinical management, and quality improvement. 

 

“This prestigious recognition reflects the dedication of our healthcare team, who have 

provided exceptional care for more than 114 years since LAJH’s founding,” said Dale 

Surowitz, Chief Executive Officer and President of Los Angeles Jewish Health. “Amid 

the challenge of a growing number of seniors, we are committed to delivering comprehensive 

care for all, rooted in our Jewish values.” 

 

“Participation in this certification benefits the patient and the facility by standardizing care 

practices,” said Cory Woods, DNP, MHA, MSN, RN, volunteer chair of the American 

Heart Association’s Quality Certification Business Management Committee and 

assistant chief clinical officer at Rockport Healthcare Services in Los Angeles. “When 
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there are clear processes during every phase of care, patients have the best opportunity for 

positive outcomes.” 

 

Dr. Noah Marco, Chief Medical Officer of Los Angeles Jewish Health, added, “Patients 

with heart failure require specialized, closely coordinated support, and we are proud of the 

systems we’ve built to provide care that is both effective and compassionate. As our team 

helps seniors navigate a wide range of cardiac conditions, we continue to innovate and adopt 

best practices to strengthen patient outcomes. The AHA’s certification is a meaningful 

endorsement of our approach and our impact across Southern California.” 

 

### 

 

Founded in 1912, Los Angeles Jewish Health (formerly Los Angeles Jewish Home) is the 

largest non-profit, single-source provider of comprehensive senior healthcare services in the 

Los Angeles area, serving nearly 4,000 people each year. At Los Angeles Jewish Health, 

thousands of seniors benefit from community-based and in-residence care and services.  

 

Programs include independent living; assisted living; senior behavioral health; short-term 

rehabilitation; skilled nursing; Brandman Centers for Senior Care PACE; and geriatric and 

memory care. Los Angeles Jewish Health is also home to the Annenberg School of Nursing. 

 

https://www.lajhealth.org/

